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32. Calicasphaera blokii Kleijne (1991) 
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Pl. II, figs 1-3 

 
Diagnosis: Coccosphaera elliptica, monomorpha, diametro 6.5-7.7 µm, constat ex circa 100 

coccolithis. Coccolithi constant ex magnis crystallis, pro ratione, habentes formam brevis tubi, 
leviter constricti, sed distaliter dilatan tis. Tubus ovalis proximaliter constrictus; pars proximalis 
parietis tubi concava, pars distalis convexa. Pars basalis coccolithi constat ex tribus annulis 
ovalibus crystallorum, qui partim tegunt finem proximalem tubi. Tubi pars distalis 1.1-1.5 µm x 
0.9-1.0 µm, pars proximalis 1.0-1.2 µm x 0.7-0.8 µm, altitudo 0.5-0.7 µm. Crystallorum 
latitudo 0.1µm.  

Ellipsoidal, monomorphic coccosphere, diameter 6.5-7.7 µm, consisting of approximately 
100 calicaliths. The coccoliths consist of relatively large crystals, and have the form of a 
short, slightly constricted, distally widening tube. The oval tube is constricted at the 
proximal side; the proximal part of the tube wall is concave, the distal part convex. The 
basal part of the coccolith consists of three oval rings of crystals, partly covering the 
proximal end of the tube. Distal part of tube 1.1-1.5 µm x 0.9-1.0 µm; proximal part 1.0-
1.2 µm x 0.7-0.8µm; height 0.5-0.7 µm. Crystals 0.1 µm wide.  

Holotype: Plate II, 1, 3.  
Paratype: Plate II, 2, Station Gx-162.  

Type locality: 32°16.5'N, 30 0 12.0'E (Station Gx-162, Mediterranean Sea), depth 0-5 m.  
Derivation of name: The species name is given in honour of the captain of the 

oceanographic research vessel R. V. "Tyro", L.J. Blok. 
Number of specimens studied: 3.  
Remarks: This species differs from C. diconstricta n. sp. and C. concava n. sp. in having an 

oval base and in being constructed of microcrystals that are larger and have an irregular 
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shape. This species resembles some specimens of Calyptrosphaera sphaeroidea Schiller in 
size of the holococcoliths and the microcrystals. However, the tube wall is concavo-
convex in C. blokii, while in C. sphaeroidea it is entirely convex. Another difference is that 
the proximal and distal ends of the coccolith tube are open, whereas in C. sphaeroidea the 
proximal end is closed and the distal end is closed or partly covered by rows of crystals.  

Distribution (Fig. 7c): Mediterranean Sea (Stations Gx-162 and Gx-190), rare. 
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